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In the sea of males on the music scene in

Texas, there is an undeniable female force

coming from North Texas with no intention of
stopping: Mansfield native Sara Hamilton.

She did the opposite of most aspiring artists —
she moved away from Austin, not to it, to pursue
a music career.

Several years after she moved home, Hamilton
has released her debut CD Call My Name, pro-
duced by Jesse Dayton and engineered by
Grammy-nominated Steve Chadie (Los Lonely
Boys, Heaven). The result is eight soul-telling
originals delivered in Hamilton’s rich, amber
vocals. The album also includes her version of
Hayes Carll’s “Long Way Home” and a duet by
Hamilton and Dayton on Memphis Minnie’s “Ain’t
No Use Tryin’ to Tell On Me.”

| talked to Hamilton by phone during her
Southeast tour.

Angela: You left Austin to have a music career.
Why?

Sara: You are vulnerable when you are doing
music: You give up a lot to do music. A lot of
times people just get into it for the
fun of it. It is, but it’s real stress-

For me, | need the support of
my family. So moving home was
the way to do that. | couldn’t
imagine embarking on such an
adventure without support
financially and emotionally.

A: Did you do any music while
you were in college at UT?

S: Yes, | started writing in col-
lege. | decided by my senior
year that music was the road

n’t play in Austin until after
| moved away.

A: How would you hope
that people would
describe you?

S: | think that | come
off sweet and demure.
| have a dichotomy in
my personality, sweet-
ness, but then | am a
little wild and mouthy. |
almost hope that some-
one would say that about
me, so | wouldn’t shock
them so bad when | drop a

ful, especially when you start out.

| was going to take, but | did-

curse word or something (laughing).

| am a little country, but with obvious influences
from pop and rock. “Americana” is a broad term,
but | think that my sound is Americana.

A: Who are your influences?

S: Hank Williams, Bob Dylan, and Bruce Robison.
The first singer | ever heard that | thought, “I
could do this!” was Kelly Willis because she has
a range similar to mine. | thought she was phe-
nomenal and still do.

A: Where does the material for your songs come
from?

S: You write what you know. In school | studied
sociology and was interested in interpersonal rela-
tionships. You can write a song about getting
drunk, beer drinking, partying with your friends,
and | may write some of those, too, but it’s better
to write about my loves and the relationships |
have had.

A: Or lack thereof?
S: Yes. (laughing)

A: You mention on the song notes that “Lord Help
My Soul” is true, but not to tell your Dad that.

S: As you know, | went to school in Austin. | don’t
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think you can spend any time there without know-
ing what a wild town it can be. It’'s a song about
my college years. | think | have become more
responsible since college.

A: Which song holds the most significance for
you?

S: “Better Than | Used to Be” is the one that |
hope | always relate to the most. Right now it is
my anthem.

A: What made you decide to record with Jesse
Dayton?

S: | knew him through my manager. | had been
recording songs here and there, trying to get stuff
down. | decided that if | was really going to do it, |
needed to do it all in one fell swoop. | talked to
my manager, and he said, “Why don’t you talk to
Jesse about it? He just released Country Soul
Brother.” |1 loved that album and felt that it had all
of the elements that | wanted in my own album.

A: The album has a very live feel to it.

S: Yes, we didn’t go over the vocal tracks again
and again. Jesse likes to keep it fresh. You don’t
want to hear the chorus the same way every time.
You want to keep them interested.

A: | feel like | am right there at the bar with you.

S: Well that’s good (laughing) ... put it on, grab a
beer, and you don’t even have to pay a cover
charge!

A: Do you feel that it is harder being a woman in
this business?

S: Yes, that is the most challenging. The thing |
decided is that somewhere, there is a place for
me; | just have to find that place. %
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